American Studies Integrated Paper 





Name:______________________________
African American Experience
 - 2019-2020 Ruether/Magee
Objective: To develop analysis skills and written communication skills, while increasing content knowledge.
Prompt: Develop a thesis driven essay demonstrating historical context knowledge and language analysis skills focusing on 1 or 2 texts. Evidence to support your analysis will include information from at least 4 texts.
Focus your topic by choosing a guiding question:

· To what extent does the African American experience define what it is to be an American?

· What cultural aspects of the context do you think had the strongest impact on the writer’s story?

· How could the text be read and interpreted differently by two different readers?

· How and why is social group (specific group of individuals) represented in a particular way?

· Which social groups are marginalized, excluded or silenced within the text?

Choose from the following focus texts (talk to Ms. Magee/Mr. Ruether about other texts we’ve read):

James Henry Hammond, “The Mudsill Theory”
John C. Calhoun, “Slavery a Positive Good”
Abraham Lincoln, “Address Before the Wisconsin State Agricultural Society”
William Lloyd Garrison, “On the Constitution and the Union”
Caroline E. Jauney, “The Lost Cause”
Frederick Douglass, excerpts from “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass”

-Excerpts from both Magee and Ruether

Harriet Jacobs, excerpts from “Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl”
Pro and Anti-Slavery Primary Documents

Ida B. Wells-Barnett “Lynch Law in America”

Thesis statement for integrated writing: your “so what” needs to connect to social issues in the historical context. Although you are identifying themes in the focus text, your “so what” will go beyond a theme statement and comment specifically on impact in history.

Assessment: Humanities Common Rubric (see class website). Integrated (both grade books) culminating assignment.
Requirements:

· Outline: 
· MLA format

· Working thesis – complete sentence

· Working BTS statements – complete sentences

· Evidence – bullet point with parenthetical citations for each piece of evidence
· Analysis – bullet points
· Works Cited

· Submitted to turnitin.com

· Rough Draft:

· MLA format

· Includes parenthetical citations 

· Works Cited

· 1200-1500 word count minimum (not including works cited)

· Submitted to turnitin.com AND printed copy
· Final Draft 
· MLA formatted paper  

· Minimum of 4 sources cited in paper.  
· 1200-1500 word count 

· Includes in-text citations

· Does not include works cited page

· Submitted to turnitin.com

*All items due by 8am (digital) or beginning of class (paper) unless otherwise stated
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week #1

Outline
	11/04
	11/05

	11/06
	11/07

	11/08
Project Intro

	Week #2

Rough Draft
	11/11
Veteran’s Day
No School
	11/12

	11/13
	11/14
Magee Work Day
	11/15
DUE: Outline (TII)

Ruether Work Day

	Week #3

Peer Edit & Revisions
	11/18

	11/19
Ruether ½ Work Day
	11/20
Ruether ½ Work Day
	11/21
DUE START OF CLASS: Rough Draft (TII AND PRINT)
Magee Work Day/Peer Edit

	11/22

	Week #4

Final Due
	11/25
Magee Work Day
	11/26
Due: Final Version (TII)
	11/27

	11/28
Thanksgiving
No School
	11/29
No School


Consider using FlexTime as optional writer’s workshop and conference time with teachers. 



My focus text(s):_________________________________________________________________





Why are you interested in exploring this/these focus text(s)? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Guiding Question: _______________________________________________________________ 





Initial Brainstorming:








