American Studies

Language Lens Descriptors

· Language & Power:  How is language used to convey power or influence over others? What choices are being made in a text to inform, entertain, or persuade and what makes them effective? Consider propaganda, advertising, speeches, and rhetoric, as well as translation (including what can be lost in translation), the history of a language, and multilingualism/bilingualism. 

· Conflict:  What conflicts arise within the text and how are they resolved, or why do they remain unresolved? How is conflict created? What is the resulting impact, or consequences of the conflict? Examine the use of differing perspectives on particular conflicts. 

· Stereotypes: Examine the role of stereotyping based on race, gender, class, sexuality, and the resulting impact on the individual and society. Consider the history of the stereotype and origin, as well as harmful effects on individuals and groups of people. 

· Journalism:  Examine different forms of journalism and the impact journalism has on society. What is the function of journalism and different forms. Consider looking at news coverage online and in print, opinion pieces, blogs, etc. 

· Bias: prejudice in favor of or against one thing, person, or group compared with another, usually in a way considered to be unfair. Examine the use of biased language within a text. What is the impact of the choices being made that are biased in favor of one side vs. another. Consider propaganda techniques such as card stacking as well as issues of censorship, differing perspectives, etc. 

· The Media: How does mass media use language and image to inform, persuade, or entertain? What political, educational, and/or ideological influence does the media have through different forms of communication? 

· Gender & Power: How does language surrounding gender convey or combat inequality? How does language surrounding gender create constructions of masculinity and/or femininity and what is the impact? How can gender and sexuality be constructed through language? 

· Morality:  What determines whether or not something is moral or immoral?  Consider how people use morality to persuade and influence others. Consider what consequences can arise when people or groups disagree over issues of morality? 

· The State: Examine the role of the government in the text and what power and influence the government holds in understanding the meaning of the text. What language specifically is used to convey government power? What persuasive language emerges within political speeches and what is the resulting impact? 

